Center for Survey Statistics and Methodology

[date]

[firstname] [lastname]

[organization name]

[address]

[city, state & ZIPcode]

Dear [firstname] [lastname]:

Your assistance is requested for a 2003 American Statistical Association (ASA) survey of current salaries of statisticians in government, industry, and non-profit organizations.  This will update the first ASA survey conducted in 1999 (see results at http://www.amstat.org/profession/spaig99.pdf).  Survey results will provide relevant statistician salary benchmarks for your organization and its employees, and will be very helpful in answering the salary/career questions ASA receives from students, employers, and researchers.

The survey sample is comprised of one-third of the 1,733 US-based organizations identified in ASA membership records.  You are the only person selected from your organization, so your response is very important.  If this request requires a team effort, we hope you will take the lead with your Human Resources or management staff.  If you are not in a position to complete the survey for your organization, please contact Dianne Anderson at the Center for Survey Statistics and Methodology, Iowa State University, either by phone at 1-877-578-8848 or e-mail dganders@iastate.edu.

The information we are requesting may be completed either on the enclosed questionnaire or, preferably, by using the web survey located at http://cssm.iastate.edu/srs/statsalary/.

The web access code for your organization is [caseid] and the password is [password].  Please note the password is case sensitive.

All the information you provide will be kept strictly confidential.  Published data will be summarized by type of organization and geographic region, not by organization name or state, with each aggregated total representing at least five organizations and no organization providing more than half of each total.  Since position titles and responsibilities are widely variable, other key summaries will be by academic degree and length of work experience.

Your participation is voluntary; however we encourage you to make this special survey a priority.  We also would appreciate any suggestions you might have for improving future surveys.  Thank you very much for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
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Robert R. Starbuck, Ph.D.

Chair, Statistics Partnership of Academe, Industry & Government (SPAIG) Committee 

American Statistical Association
