               Minutes of the SPAIG Teleconference Call
                                April 13, 2007

Attendees:  Ray Bain, Jai Choi, Boris Iglewicz, Morteza Marzjarani, Kannan Natarajan, Rahul Parsa, Bob Wilkinson, George Williams, Keith Crank

SPAIG Award

     Jai reported that the partnership involving the University of Michigan, the University of Pennsylvania, the NCI, NCHS, National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, and Information Management Systems had been selected as the 2007 SPAIG Awardee.  A letter will be sent to the two contact persons with a copy to the six nominators.  A plaque will be prepared for the six participating institutions in the partnership.  The names on the plaque will be at the level of the University of Michigan as opposed to specific departments and units.   The invitees to the awards program will be from all six institutions and at the level of those actually participating in the partnership.  The invitees to the awards ceremony will be identified by the contact persons for the partnership.

     The application from the partnership by the University of Maryland and Westat will be kept on file for one more year.  The application from the partnership by Baylor University and Lilly will be kept on file for three years.

2007 Salary Survey

       Rahul reported that the salary survey is underway and that 2360 people were selected to participate.  The current response rate is 54%.  Another reminder is planned.  The close of data collection is the end of April.  It is planned that Mark Larsen, Rahul, and Jai will prepare a report by June 1 for submission to the July Amstat News.  
       Mark Larsen will be invited by Rahul to attend the SPAIG JSM Committee meeting.  There will be a discussion of possible improvements for future salary surveys at the committee meeting.

SPAIG JSM Session

     Morteza noted that draft copies of presentations should be prepared by the speakers by May 10th.  Morteza will send a reminder to that effect.  Morteza will contact Mike Larsen to confirm that he will be prepared to discuss the salary survey as part of this session.

B/I/G Student Database

      Bob reported on a recent teleconference on this topic held with Boris and Keith.  The team is in the process of preparing a letter to the ASA Executive Committee requested support for the B/I/G Student Database.  Some support from selected committees and sections has been received.  Kannan will continue to work with Brian Wiens and the Biopharm Section to obtain support from that section.  It is anticipated that the letter to the ASA Executive Committee will be submitted in advance of JSM so that the request can be considered and approval obtained at the JSM.

       The link to the prototype database is provided below:

 

http://gill.amstat.org/development/big_form/search/index.cfm?fuseaction=main
 

JSM SPAIG Committee Meeting

         It is anticipated that the SPAIG JSM committee meeting will be on Monday, 7/30 at 7 a.m.   However, this date has not yet been confirmed by the ASA office.  George will confirm with the SPAIG members as soon as the definitive date is available.

Future Teleconferences

         There are no scheduled SPAIG teleconferences until after the JSM.

SPAIG Membership

        It was noted that D. Baker has not participated in any SPAIG meetings.  George will contact her to determine her continued interest in SPAIG.  Keith noted that Al Tupek is the SPAIG Committee’s liaison from the Committee on Committees.  His name should replace Chand Midha in all correspondence.  Morteza will make this change in the SPAIG Web Page.

