                    Minutes of the SPAIG Teleconference Call
                                February 9, 2007

Attendees:  Ray Bain, Jai Choi, Boris Iglewicz, Morteza Marzjarani, Kannan Natarajan,  Rahul Parsa, Bob Wilkinson, George Williams, Keith Crank

Introductions

       We welcomed Ray Bain, Boris Iglewicz, and Kannan Natarajan as new members of SPAIG.

2007 Salary Survey

    Rahul commented that Mike Larson at Iowa State has received the necessary data from the ASA office.  The Salary Survey is progressing well with Iowa State performing the sampling at this time.  Data collection will be in the March/April time period.  Mike will be performing the analyses using the new weighting scheme in the April/May period.  It is planned to have a submission to Amstat News by June 1 so that it may appear in the July issue in advance of the presentation at JSM.  The salary survey will also be posted on the ASA Web site.
     Rahul commented that there had been discussion and revision of the definition of statistician to avoid some of the issues that arose in 2005.  Rahul, Mike, and Jai have also considered ways to increase the response rate.  Boris will send specific comments relative to the survey by email to Rahul. 

       There should be a review of any issues with the 2007 salary survey as an agenda item for the SPAIG committee meeting at JSM.  We will invite Mike Larson to attend the SPAIG committee meeting at JSM.
      Keith will review the status of the budget for the SPAIG committee given that the contract with Iowa State was a few hundred dollars more than the 2007 budgeted amount.  Keith will send a copy of the contract to Rahul.

       The committee empowered Rahul, Mike, and Jai to proceed with preparing the report for the salary survey.  They will keep the committee members informed of progress.

B/I/G Student Database

    Bob reviewed the background for the student database. It was noted that a mock-up of the web based database currently exists.   The key issue at this point is to obtain ASA office approval to proceed.  In building the case for the student database, we will try to obtain support from the leadership of the Committee on Applied Statisticians.  Keith will assist with the interface with the Committee on Applied Statisticians.   Kannan will interface with the leadership of the Biopharm Section in this regard as well.  Keith will provide Kannan with background information to use in that regard.  Bob will contact a couple of other sections.  It was agreed that what would be required would be an email from the chairs of these groups indicating that their Executive Committees were supportive of the database.

SPAIG Award

    Jai indicated that he has been encouraging the U of Minnesota to apply. He will also ask Michigan State U. to apply.   The deadline is March 1.  Jai would like to have at least five strong applications.    The applications are on the web site.  
      It was suggested that if we do not have strong applications in a given year that we might not make the award in that specific year.  At the JSM SPAIG Committee meeting we should discuss the future of the SPAIG Award given our experience over the last several years.

SPAIG Web Page

     Morteza noted that the web page is up to date.  Rahul will send a note to Morteza to post on the web page regarding the salary survey.

JSM Presentation

      Morteza reminded the committee that the SPAIG presentation at JSM will be held on July 29th.  There is still opportunity to revise the submitted abstracts.

Next Meeting

       George will schedule the next teleconference for approximately April 15th.

