                        SPAIG 2006 Annual Report 
Committee:  Statistics Partnerships  Among Academe, Industry and Government (SPAIG)

Year:  2006

Submitted by:  George Williams

Number of Meetings Held:   One in person

Meeting Date:  August 7, 2006

Number of Participants:  8 members and two guests

Number of Conference Calls:  4

Conference Call Dates:  February 23, 2006; April 6, 2006; June 21, 2006; November 8, 2006

Number of Conference Call Participants:  8, 7, 6, 7 respectively

Major issues discussed:

SPAIG Award

       Worcester Polytechnic/National Center for Health Statistics was selected as the winner of the 2006 SPAIG Award.  Publicity regarding the SPAIG Award was in the October, 2006 Amstat News.  Members of the SPAIG Committee met with the Council of Sections and the Council of Chapters at the JSM to further increase awareness of the SPAIG Award and to encourage nominations.
2007 Salary Survey

      The contract with Iowa State University has been signed.  Rahul Parsa will obtain the data for the survey from the ASA office in December.  Rahul indicated that he would take responsibility for performing the analysis.  Jai Choi indicated that the statistical weighting scheme for the analysis will use the methodology previously used by Bob Starbuck in earlier surveys.  An article should be prepared in January for the March, 2007 edition of the Amstat News to highlight the survey to the membership.  
2007 JSM Invited Session

       Morteza Marzjarani indicated that SPAIG will have an invited session at the 2007 JSM.    The session will consist of a presentation by the 2006 SPAIG Award winner, Balgobin Nandram; how to compete for the SPAIG Award, Jai Choi, Rahul Parsa; salary survey, Mark Larsen; and B/I/G database Robert Wilkinson.
B/I/G Student Database

       Bob Wilkinson and Keith Crank will revise the proposal for this student database to be reviewed by the SPAIG Committee and submitted to Bill Smith and Steve Porzio.  The proposal will ultimately be submitted to the ASA Executive Committee.  Boris Igelwicz will be asked to join Bob in this effort.
SPAIG Web Page   

      Morteza Marzjarani noted that the SPAIG Web Page is up to date and will be hosted at his university, Saginaw Valley State University.
Recognition of Bob Starbuck

      The SPAIG Committee awarded a plaque to Bob Starbuck in appreciation for his decade of outstanding support for the SPAIG mission.   The certificate was signed by the ASA President and included the ASA seal.

Concerns:

     No specific concerns.
Plans for next year:

SPAIG Strategic Planning
     In 2007 the Committee will consider new initiatives to support the SPAIG mission.

SPAIG Award, 2007 Salary Survey, 2007 JSM Invited Session, B/I/G Student Database

      Please see above summary for relevant plans for 2007 in each of these areas.

