                                 Minutes of the SPAIG Teleconference
                                               November 8, 2006

Attendees:  George Williams, Bob Wilkinson, Bill Smith, Keith Crank, Bob Starbuck, Morteza Marzjarani, Jai Choi

ASA Staff Liaison

       Bill Smith noted that effective immediately Keith Crank will serve as the staff liaison to the SPAIG Committee.

B/I/G Student Database

      Bob Wilkinson and Keith Crank noted that there is increased evidence of the need for the B/I/G Student Database.  For example, it would appear that there would be little overlap with current ASA advertisements for the target group of Master’s level students without experience who could be candidates for entry level positions.  For the B/I/G Student Database proposal to be successful it will be important for SPAIG to provide additional justification of its value and its value versus any impact on ASA revenues.  It was noted that the work impact on the academic departments could be controlled by students entering information into the database directly with a pass key controlled by the academic department.  A revised proposal should be submitted by SPAIG to Bill Smith and Steve Porzio.  The proposal would ultimately be submitted to the Executive Committee.  It was recommended that the Committee on Applied Statisticians should be contacted and asked to join in this effort.  Bob Wilkinson agreed to continue in advancing this proposal.  We will ask the new member, Boris Igelwicz, to join Bob in this effort.
2007 Invited Session

      Morteza Marzjarani noted that SPAIG will have an invited session at the 2007 JSM.  He requested that the remaining abstracts be provided to him as soon as possible.  (Post-Meeting Note:   All abstracts have been received.)

SPAIG Web Page

     Morteza Marzjarani noted that the SPAIG Web Page is now up to date.  A history of SPAIG provided by Bob Starbuck is now on the Web Page.

2007 Salary Survey

     Rahul Parsa could not attend the teleconference but provided written input.  He noted that the ASA office can not provide demographic data.  If demographic data (e.g., gender) is needed, a question in that regard should be part of the survey.  Bill Smith reported that the contract with ISU has been signed.  ISU did not receive the NSF grant for which they had applied.   Rahul will obtain the data for the survey from the ASA office by December.  It would be useful to provide publicity for the survey by an article in Amstat News. Jai Choi indicated that the statistical weighting scheme for the analysis of the survey data will use the methodology previously used by Bob Starbuck in earlier surveys.  Jai will talk further with Mike Larsen and Rahul regarding this aspect.

SPAIG Award

      It was noted that publicity regarding the SPAIG Award was in the October, 2006 Amstat News.  There continues to be concern regarding the lack of applicants for the SPAIG Award.  It was recommended that Jai consider another advertisement of the award in an early 2007 Amstat News.

      There was discussion of whether the award criterion should continue to require academia as one member of the partnership with business, industry, or government.  There was agreement to reaffirm that academia must be part of the partnership.  There was specific discussion of a proposal for the FDA/Industry Workshop to be considered eligible for the award.  It was agreed that this workshop was a very valuable conference but that it did not qualify for the SPAIG Award as it did not explicitly include academia and that the workshop was not truly a partnership.  Jai or George will contact those proposing this workshop for the award with the results of this discussion.

2007 New Members

       It was noted that Boris Iglewicz and Ray Bain had accepted the appointments of Mary Ellen Bock to serve as members of the SPAIG Committee for a three year term running from January 1, 2007 to December 31, 2009.

Thank You

       The SPAIG Committee expressed their gratitude to the retiring members (Bob Starbuck, Matthew Guo, and Bill Parr) for their much appreciated service on the committee.

Next Teleconference

       George will schedule the next teleconference for the third week of January, 2007.

