                                               Minutes of the SPAIG Meeting
                                                         August 7, 2006

Attendees:  Bob Wilkinson, Rahul Parsa, Matthew Guo, Bill Smith, Jai Choi,  Bob Starbuck, George Williams, Morteza Marzjarani

Guests:   Keith Crank, Mike Larsen

2007 SPAIG Salary Survey

    Mike Larsen noted that Iowa State has not yet received a decision on the NSF grant proposal which would provide additional analytic support for the SPAIG salary survey.

   Mike Larsen will forward a final contract from Iowa State for the 2007 salary survey to George Williams who will then transmit it to Bill Smith for final approval.  Rahul Parsa will work with Tim Gill in the ASA office to obtain a down load of the ASA membership database and will also consult with the ASA office regarding the completeness of data on the membership form.  Data on the membership form could be of use in sampling and analytical strategy for the survey.  The receipt of the down load of the ASA database should be targeted for late October.  An article should be prepared in January for the March, 2007 edition of the Amstat News to highlight the survey to the membership.  The letter to participants in the survey should be on ASA letterhead.
       Bill Smith indicated that an RFP is being prepared which would request bids for the various future ASA surveys.  The RFP process would be completed in the next 6 to 9 months.  Bill indicated that SPAIG input into the RFP would be welcomed.

2007 JSM Invited Session

     Morteza Marzjarani indicated that the invited session proposal from SPAIG had been submitted.  However, SPAIG has not been notified as to the acceptance of the proposal.  It was agreed that if the proposal is not accepted as an invited session, then the proposal will be submitted for a contributed session.

B/I/G Student Database

    Bill Smith and Keith Crank noted that there had been concern at the ASA office regarding the impact of establishing the B/I/G student database relative to the on-line employment exchange and advertising of employment opportunities.  It was noted that the Academic Representatives group may have some concern relative to the effort required for submission of information to the database.  Bob Starbuck suggested that if the data entry application allowed, data entry could be done by the student with auditing done by the University department to reduce the work load on the department.  Keith indicated that a written proposal (including draft letter to departments and students as well as a draft form) and a prototype exist for the student database.  ASA corporate members would have access to the database without charge.  Other corporations could have access for approximately $200.  The database would be cleared each year and new data included.  Keith Crank will further discuss the concept of the B/I/G Student Database with the ASA staff and report back to the SPAIG Committee.
2007 SPAIG Award

    Jai Choi will plan to prepare an article/announcement for the October issue of Amstat News regarding applications for the 2007 SPAIG award.  George Williams will send the chair of the Council of Chapters and the Council of Sections the one page announcement of the award to supplement the presentations that were made by George and Morteza to the Councils at JSM.  Bob Starbuck will update the announcement and the application form on the SPAIG Web Page.

SPAIG Web Page

        As Bill Parr’s current membership on the SPAIG Committee is scheduled to end this year.  George will contact him regarding future plans for maintenance of the SPAIG Web Page.  Morteza Marzjarani volunteered to assume responsibility for the web site at his academic institution.  It is recognized that there are proposals for the ASA office to assume additional responsibility for web sites.  However, until there is a definite plan in that regard, it was agreed that the SPAIG web site would be maintained by either Bill or Morteza.  
SPAIG Strategic Planning

     Bob Starbuck provided brief comments on the status of previously planned SPAIG activities.  He encouraged the committee to consider new initiatives to support the SPAIG mission.  Future meetings of SPAIG will consider plans for such new initiatives.

New Members

       George requested suggestions for 2007 and 2008 new members of SPAIG.  We will soon be receiving such a request for suggestions from the ASA office.  Hence, suggestions should be provided to George as soon as possible.
Recognition of Bob Starbuck

       The SPAIG Committee awarded a plaque to Bob Starbuck in appreciation for his decade of outstanding support for the SPAIG mission.  The certificate was signed by the ASA President and included the ASA seal.

Future Meetings

       George will arrange the next teleconference of the SPAIG committee for early November.
