Minutes from 4-2-2008 teleconference meeting of the SPAIG committee
Hrishikesh Chakraborty,, Jai Choi, Boris Iglewicz, Morteza Marzjarani, Kannan Natarajan, Rahul Parsa, Bob Wilkinson, Keith Crank of ASA

1.  Rahul reported his grading of the three applicants from the committee members.

The winner of 2008 SPAIG award is the partnership between North Carolina State University and G-S-K. 
Rahul will send the letter to the winner (2 letters) and looser (4 letters), coordinate with Keith to make two winner’s plaques and certificates for the 2008 Denver meeting.  

2.  Morteza reported that SPAIG session will be held on Wednesday 10:30am

at the Denver JSM. Members are encouraged to attend this session. 
3.  Keith reported further progress of student data base. Thank you, Keith. 
4. I requested that our Breakfast be held on 8-4-2008 7:00am at 2008 JSM in Denver.

This meeting is closed to 12 people, only 9 members of committee plus 2 new members and Keith. 

The cost of $344 is included in 2008 budget. At the meeting, we will discuss the items

of the outcome of 4-3-08 meeting and other items that committee members may have.

I also requested that the SPAIG 2009 budget is $19,900 which includes (1). $1,890 for 2009 SPAIG salary survey and other $1,100 of four 2009 teleconferences, 2009 breakfast, and others.
The candidate of 2009 survey will be decided soon by the committee. Members submit the names of possible candidates before the end of April, 2008. Committee will vote and   choose one by email. 
Small sample size of the BAs and MAs caused problems in the past surveys. The Survey Center of Medical College of GA (SCMCG) said that they can improve the sample size of these groups by link survey or other appropriate survey methodology and that they can write publishable report which will include the names of all committee members (not an individual name on it).  They also said that they can improve the quality of the report and applying to be a candidate for the survey. 

The survey schedule by the Rahul and Morteza in SPAIG will be posted in SPAIG web site. 

5. Morteza will clean up SPAIG Website by the summer, 2008.

Morteza will report the result of his work to the committee at 2008 Denver meeting. 

6. Keith suggested new definition of candidacy of SPAIG award. SPAIG committee 

voted on the new definition and passed it unanimously. (i.e., to be a candidate, the partnership should include at least one U.S. institution.). If you have any suggestion for an appropriate sentence of this addition, please let me or Morteza know by the end of April, 2008. 

Morteza will include this sentence in the SPAIG award web site 
7. Rahul and Bob will give us short SPAIG mission statement (which may be similar to the ASA task statement). 
Morteza will put it in the beginning of SPAIG web site and get rid of old unfinished statement. 
8.  Boris reported that he has 3 sample institutions who have 

done exchange program. He will report the 3-6 institutions listing at 2008 JSM in 

Denver that may be able to sponsor such program in the future. This will be creating opportunity for academic faculty member to spend his/her sabbatical year at other academic or business/industries/government institution or for employees of industry/business/government to spend time at academic or nonacademic institution. 
Advertise such opportunity to statistical community through the wed, Amstat new, or use other media. 
Boris will take charge of this important task, and report at 2008 Denver meeting. Thank you, Boris.
9. Hrish is going to report to the committee on the listing of speakers available for statistics community at the 2008 Denver meeting. May advertise it throughAmstat news or other media every 3 months. Boris talked about the inviting graduates who can talk about outside opportunity to the students. Bob said SPES (Section of Physical & Engineering Sciences) provides financial support ($500?) for industrial speakers to give talks at academic organizations.  Boris added that big industries would not have any problem for funding such speakers program.

I submitted to ASA Meeting that we will meet on 8/4/08 (Monday 7:00am).  

Room and actual time will be known before the meeting. 

