Minutes of the 3-3-08 SPAIG committee meeting: Attendees: 

Raymond Bain of Merck, Hrishikesh Chakraborty of  RTI, Jai Choi of MCG, Boris Iglewicz of Temple U, Morteza Marzjarani of  SVSU, Kennan Natarajan of Novartis, Rahul parsa of Drake U, Bob Wilkinson of Lubrizol, Keith Crank of ASA

1.  Rahul reports that there is only one candidate 2008 SPAIG award application.

But he expect to have a few more. Andy White is also expected to apply. NCSU

may apply. University of Maryland did not apply yet. May expand our scope of award to attract more candidates from other relationships than one academe and B/I/G relation. Bob said lack of the applicants may be related to the benefit of the award. Boris mentioned to give award every two years rather every year. 

Send me your vote to decide on this before the 2008 ASA meeting (choose: one

survey for every year or very two years).

2.  Keith reports that he discussed with Ron about the student data base and will get back to him. Keith  said that job website may need to be changed in order to accommodate both companies and students. Bob said it is needed to post the resume in web. Company needs to know expected degree and other information of students. Currently there no system set to list jobs for students nor to put applicants’ resume. Bob said that attach students resume may be good start. 

Keith says that he will report further progress to the committee. 

3.  Formation of a SPAIG session at 2008 JSM in Denver. Morteza reported that every thing has been done for the meeting.

4.  Keth said that budget for 2008 is set last year, but need to submit the breakfast 

budget and items by the March 31.  He will ask Donna to email me the form. Kennan said that he will also send me the form. The budget for 2009 is also due by the end of March and will include the salary survey cost (about $17,000). Keith said that our breakfast meeting will be set on Monday, August 4, morning 7:00-8:00. Rahul asked Keith if he know who would do the next survey. Keith does not know of any decision and will check with Ron. Survey Center at MCG may also be able to do it.

Keith report back to the committee.

5. Morteza said that we need to clean up the website. Keith said that most of them are options to click to see a specific item.  Rahul mentioned that he went through it, and  suggested that every committee members need to get in SPAIG website to find unnecessary items. Rahul said that we need mission statement in the site.

 Let me know any good idea how to improve our web site.

6. Raymond talked about ISBS Shanghai meeting June 30 which are also sponsored by ASA and International Biometric Society. He will present 10 minute presentation for statisticians. This involves the collaboration between the Chinese government and academe. Can the SPAIG award applicable on such international relationship?.  Keith suggested that ASA executive committee should be informed of our discussion on expending our scope of SPAIG award. 

I will send an email to the President of ASA to ask an answer of the problem 

7. On 2009 salary survey, Rahul said it is a year long process, look how to improve, form the survey, data base of ASA, and Fall semester job. Who is doing it, budget, and proceed to make questionnaire, data base, checkout sample, letter mailed to sample persons and email or call them in January in 2009, collect data in Jan-March,  2009.  Survey data is available in April, 2010 and report out soon after. Rahul concerns too small data set of Bas and suggest how to increase the sample size of them. Contact others to get more data from them.  Boris said to send out to chief of the agency and let him/her to fill out the form of their members information. May be better go by individual sample because of technical problems. Salary survey schedule is shown  in our website. Raul mentioned that we need to know who do it and get the cost figure soon.

Rahul will send us the 2009 survey schedule.  

8. Rahul and Bob will write up the SPAIG mission statements for the committee

which will be include in the SPAIG website. 

Committee expects to have them for comments. 

9. Boris identified a few institutions that run exchange programs 

successfully. He would write up his item before 2008 ASA meeting, and give the committee a chance to review it, and final version will be posted in SAPIG web site and, if possible, in Amstat. 

