                   Minutes of the SPAIG Committee Meeting
                               July 30, 2007

Attendees:  Ray Bain, Jai Choi, Keith Crank, Boris Iglewicz, Morteza Marzjarani, Rahul Parsa, Bob Wilkinson, Michael Larsen, George Williams, Brenda Cox, Ron Wasserstein, Bill Smith, Sally Morton

B/I/G Student Database

      Bob Wilkinson distributed a written proposal to implement the B/I/G Student Database which could be part of a submission to the ASA Office.  Keith Crank reported on his review of the extent of potential overlap between the proposed database and the ASA Job Web.  Keith indicted that there would be only a small overlap.  There was a discussion of possible charges to students and universities for use of the database.  It was decided not to charge students and universities at least initially.  However, industry organizations would be charged a $200 fee as an annual access fee and each organization would be required to sign an agreement relative to the appropriate use of the database.  Keith will summarize his review of overlap and send that information to Bob.  Bob will draft a covering letter for George to send to the ASA office (Ron Wasserstein) with the proposal indicating SPAIG support for the establishment of the database.

Solicitation of Industry Sponsors for ASA Educational Projects

      Having been referred by Tony Lachenbruch, Brenda Cox proposed that SPAIG could play a role in identifying and soliciting corporate sponsors for various ASA educational activities (e.g., development of lesson plans for teachers). There was discussion of how corporate sponsors could be recognized for their support.   It was agreed that the SPAIG Committee would further consider the idea.  It was noted that it is not clear that this activity directly relates to the SPAIG charter.  Alternatively Tony Lachenbruch could establish a task force to investigate this proposal.  In future discussion by the SPAIG committee, specific educational programs that relate to the SPAIG charter could be considered.

Salary Survey

     Mike Larsen noted that the 2007 salary survey report appeared in the July Amstat News.  Several areas for future improvement of the survey were noted:  updates to the ASA address list, improvement of response rates through an incentive offer, potentially include questions relative to the nature of the statistical work performed, more detail on part-time status, and possible collection of bonus information. Mike noted that a response mode experiment was in the process of being analyzed which would provide information on the relative advantages of email or mail or the combination of both on response rate. 
       Mike will provide a copy of the 2007 salary survey database to the ASA Office.  Keith Crank will speak to Ryan Ball or Tim Gill regarding the specifics of the data transfer and then will so inform Mike.  Access to the database will only be made available at least initially to members of the SPAIG Committee.  Mike will provide appropriate documentation for the database including sampling weights.
      At the end of the year Keith will speak to Ron Wasserstein relative to the ASA Office’s plan for supporting ASA surveys. Appropriate participation of the SPAIG Committee in any RFP process will be arranged.  Bill Smith noted an ASA contract with Washington State University regarding ASA membership surveys in the area of publications and meetings.

       A topic for further discussion would be whether there should be an attempt to obtain a broader survey of statisticians for salary information.   Instead of just including ASA members, one could also consider statisticians, for example, who are part of the SAS Users Group.
SPAIG Award

      Jai Choi noted that advertisements for the 2008 SPAIG Award will appear in the October, November, December, and possibly the January edition of Amstat News.  Jai encouraged members of the Committee to contact partnerships known to members of the Committee to encourage those partnerships to apply.  It was also suggested to contact Darlene Stangl at Duke University to obtain the email list of the ASA Caucus of Academic Department Chairs so that an announcement could be sent to that email list.
Rahul Parsa will follow-up in this regard.
     It was agreed that eligible partnerships will continue to be those which involve at least one academic group and at least one B/I/G group. 

SPAIG Invited Paper Session Proposal for 2008

     Morteza Marzjarani agreed to take the lead in preparing a proposal for a 2008 JSM Invited SPAIG Session.  The proposal needs to be submitted to the ASA Office by August 23, 2007. George will send him the description of the process for submitting such a proposal.  It was suggested that at least one of the talks be of a technical nature.  Perhaps talks could be presented that were an outgrowth of an intern experience.

Web Site

     Morteza is now participating in an ASA Task Force on ASA Web Sites.  He will keep SPAIG informed of the deliberations of the Task Force.

SPAIG 2008 Budget

      A budget of approximately $1200 has been approved for the SPAIG Committee in 2008.

Appointment of SPAIG Members for 2008

      George announced that Jai Choi had been appointed Chair of the SPAIG Committee starting in January, 2008.  Hrishikesh Chakraborty from RTI will join the SPAIG Committee as a member in January, 2008.  George’s period of membership will conclude at the end of 2007.

Additional Discussion

     Several ideas to enhance membership of Master’s level statisticians, applied statisticians, and employees of state and local government were discussed.  It was suggested that these ideas could be forwarded to the Committee on Retention and Recruitment and the Committee on Applied Statisticians.

      It was suggested that ASA provide a listing of members who are consultants who are interested in providing their services. 

     The above topics will be further discussed at future SPAIG meetings.

Next Meeting

       George will arrange for the next meeting to be a teleconference in late October or early November.

