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I
n today’s super-competitive job market, a bachelor’s degree is 
often not good enough for students to land high-paying jobs. 
More and more, students are electing to continue their educa-
tion in order to open up more opportunities. 

But getting a graduate degree isn’t as simple as just signing up for 
classes. In order to get into distinguished graduate schools, stu-
dents in all the disciplines have to make sure they’re ready. That’s 
why we’ve done the research and prepared for you a brief guide to 
help you understand what kind of things you need for grad school. 
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For Carly Toyzan, the process of applying to grad 

school was a lengthy but exciting one. Double 

majoring in professional and technical writing 

and communication, she knew as a sophomore at 

SVSU that she wanted to pursue a career in magazine edit-

ing. And this choice would mean she had to start looking at a 

graduate school.

For more of Carly’s story see GRAD, page A2 

THE GRE

The first thin
g to do when 

preparing for
 graduate 

school is to 
register and 

study up for 
the Graduate 

Record Exam (
GRE). There a

re two differ
ent GRE tests

 

a prospective
 graduate stu

dent may choo
se to take.

The first is t
he GRE Genera

l Test. This 
examina-

tion is admin
istered year-

round at comp
uter-based 

test centers 
in the U.S. a

nd Canada. La
sting roughly

 

three hours, 
it measures v

erbal reasoni
ng, quanti-

tative reason
ing, critical

 thinking and
 analytical 

writing skill
s. The cost o

f the test is
 approxi-

mately $140, 
with addition

al fees appli
ed for other 

options such 
as changing a

 desired test
 center or 

rescheduling 
a test date.

The subject t
ests are only

 given three 
times a year 

in October, N
ovember and A

pril and cost
 approxi-

mately $130, 
with the same

 additional f
ees as the 

General Test.
 This subject

-specific exam
ination may 

be required b
y some gradua

te programs i
n addition to

 

the General T
est.

Now, to prepa
re for the dr

eaded test, a
 student has 

many options.
 A student pr

eparing for e
ither one of 

the two tests
 may spend as

 little as no
thing all the

 

way up to hun
dreds of doll

ars on prepar
ation. There 

are many book
s, CDs, and o

nline materia
l available 

to any studen
t looking for

 extra help. 

When you will
 receive your

 score depend
s on the type

 

of test that 
was taken. Th

e computer ve
rsion of 

the General G
RE results in

 the quickest
 receipt of 

scores – appr
oximately 10 

to 15 days af
ter the test 

was taken. Ho
wever, the pa

per version o
f the general

 

test as well 
as the subjec

t test could 
be received 

anywhere from
 four to six 

weeks after t
he test date.

 

All scores ar
e sent to col

leges and uni
versities 

designated by
 the student 

the day of th
e test. 

The biggest s
tep when gett

ing ready for
 graduate 

school  is ch
oosing a scho

ol that fits y
our needs. 

This is not a
lways easy, a

s schools don
’t jump right

 

out and tell 
you what they

 have to offe
r. This pro-

cess calls fo
r a lot of re

search, which
 can turn 

some people a
way. 

Things to Remember

• Register ea
rly, test cen

ters fill up q
uickly.

• Take the te
st as soon as

 possible so 
the college 

or university
 may receive 

the scores in
 time to re-

view your app
lication.

• Make sure t
he spelling o

f your name m
atches the 

name printed 
on the identi

fication docum
ent presented

 

to you at the
 testing cent

er. Mismatche
d information

 

will cause yo
u to not be p

ermitted to t
ake the test 

and your fee 
will be forfe

ited. 

• Late regist
ration is ava

ilable for an
 additional 

fee when regi
stering onlin

e. 

• You may tak
e the exam mo

re than once,
 so don’t 

fright if the
 first time do

esn’t go so w
ell. 

Where are the testing sites?

Educational T
esting Servic

e is the orga
nization that

 

administers t
he GRE. 

You can reach
 it at www.et

s.org for a c
omplete list 

of testing si
tes. Here are

 the closest 
ones:

• Prometric i
n Ann Arbor 

• ETS at Wayn
e State

• ETS at MSU

• Prometric i
n Grand Rapid

s

• Prometric i
n Lansing

• Prometric i
n Livonia

• ETS at CMU

• Prometric i
n Sault Ste. 

Marie

• Prometric i
n Troy

DECLARING A CONCENTRATION AND FINDING A 

SCHOOL

Like a liberal arts major, someone in
 the field of 

science or engineering would also hav
e to take the 

GRE in order to apply to a school. 

The next step is to find a school. Thi
s step is dif-

ficult, as programs tend to vary. Any 
SVSU student 

may declare themselves an electrical 
and computer 

engineering major or a mechanical eng
ineering major, 

or major in any of natural sciences.

In Michigan, the most well-known scho
ol in the field 

of engineering is Michigan Technologi
cal University, 

located in Houghton. MTU offers numer
ous gradu-

ate programs in the field of engineeri
ng, includ-

ing chemical, civil, biomedical, and 
environmental 

engineering. 

Another school in Michigan that is kn
own for its 

engineering program is the University
 of Michigan. 

U of M offers engineering degrees in 
aerospace, 

biomedical, chemical, automotive, pha
rmaceutical en-

gineering, and as well as may others.
 

Both Michigan Tech and U of M’s progr
ams are com-

petitive and require a lengthy prepar
ation process.

ADVICE FROM A DEAN AT MICHIGAN TECH

Jacqueline Huntoon, a graduate school
 dean at Michi-

gan Tech, finds the most important par
t of an appli-

cation the letters of recommendation.
 

“The letters of recommendation are on
e of the most 

important parts of the application pa
ckage because 

they help faculty members to see what
 their own col-

leagues think about the qualifications
 of students 

who are applying to graduate school,”
 she said. 

Huntoon said not all that apply will 
be accepted 

into the school, which can sometimes 
make applying a 

tough process to complete. She finds t
hat doing well 

on the GRE can heighten the chances a
n applicant is 

accepted. 

Another part of the application that 
needs to be 

strong for those applying to a gradua
te school fo-

cused on engineering is the quantitat
ive part of the 

GRE. Graduate students in engineering
 need to have 

good math skills, and this is the eas
iest way for 

admissions to understand those abilit
ies.  

Huntoon said the single most importan
t trait for an 

undergraduate to have for in order to
 achieve suc-

cess in graduate school is self-motiv
ation. 

 
“Students who are enthusiastic about 

learning and 

have the self-motivation to work hard
 to figure out 

how to solve problems get the most ou
t of the gradu-

ate experience,” she said. “They are 
also the most 

rewarding for our faculty to work wit
h because by 

the time they complete their degree t
hey are like 

junior colleagues in that they are tr
uly experts in 

a specific area of research.”

While an undergraduate student may do
 well on the 

GRE and have a complete application, 
it will be the 

student with experience that gains th
e edge over the 

rest of the applicants. Huntoon under
stands this, 

and says building rapport with facult
y at an under-

graduate institution will enable a st
udent to find 

experience in the field. 

“Students who have the opportunity to
 get work ex-

perience or research experience prior
 to graduate 

school are also at an advantage becau
se they usually 

have a clear idea of the types of pro
blems they want 

to work on,” the dean said. “That hel
ps them with 

the statement of purpose section of t
he application 

to graduate school.” 

THE LSAT

Just as liberal arts and engineering majors need to 
take the GRE, political science students (or any 
student interested in going to law school) must 
take the Law School Admission Test (LSAT). The test 
measures reading and verbal reasoning skills and is 
given four times a year at hundreds of locations 
around the world. 

SVSU grad Andy Suszek found the length of the test 
the most difficult part. The LSAT calls for three 
straight hours of test taking. He said the best 
preparation for him came from using practice tests 
and not allowing himself to break. This taught him 
how to maintain focus for an extended length of 
time. 

The registration fee for the LSAT is $123, and those 
who register late have to pay an additional $62. 
Suszek looked at it as more than just a fee. 

“The cost was an issue,” he said. “Law school is ex-
pensive, but it is an investment. I was able to draw 
a partial scholarship, though, which helps offset 
some of the costs.”

FOCUSING YOUR UNDERGRADUATE 
EXPERIENCE

While on SVSU’s campus, the then-political sci-
ence major found SVSU helpful in his preparation for 
law school. He said this helpfulness came from the 
effort he put into finding the right resources and 
experiences. Focusing much of his attention on stu-
dent organizations, Suszek developed communication, 
leadership, and teamwork skills. 

Gaining these experiences was helpful, but the Al-
pena native also found that utilizing professors is 
a great way to gain insight as well. 

“Dr. Lane is the pre-law adviser, and he helped 
quite a bit,” he said. “The whole political science 
department is very good at helping students achieve 
what they want.”

The remaining application process may take up a lot 
of time, but Suszek said having the proper mind set 
before going into law school is important. He finds 
that learning your interests and where you want to 
go is essential to finding the right path for your 
future. 

“My advice would be make sure you want to do both 
the program and the career it leads you toward,” 
he said. “For example, if you view Law School as a 
three year sacrifice, you will struggle. You should 
only go if you think you will be interested in 
learning.” 

Suszek now attends DePaul University in Chicago and 
looks back at his time as an undergraduate at SVSU a 
rewarding one. He said that students will only get 
as much as an experience out of SVSU as they work 
for. 

“The value of SVSU, like anything else in the world, 
is equal to the effort each student puts into it.”

Applying to any graduate school is like applying to 
college as a freshman, in that it’s ultimately your 
choice to decide on which college or university fits 
your needs. Decide on a field of study and all that 
is left to do is research, research, research. 
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